OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

August 9, 2013

The Honorable Barack Obama

~ President of the United States

The White House
1600 Pennsylvanla Avenue, NW

~ Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Obama:

tis simplyunconsciOnable that your administration is allowing members of Congress to

escape the harshest economic consequences of Obamacare whlle ignoring the pllght of

‘ mlddle class Amerlcans

I have malntamed from the start that forcing ‘anyone 0 ~purchase a product they do not
want creates a burden and a hardship. Allowing this exemption effectively amounts to an
admrssron by you that thls mandate will, indeed, have that 1mpact on people.

‘ However 1t s hard to understand why the hardshlps of Congress are somehow more
: 1mportant than the hardshlps of hardworkrng Americans and busmesses throughout the

eountry

- Who is lookrng out for those not in Congress? Why is it okay for worklng Amerrcans to

face skyrocketing premiums and more out-of-pocket costs and not okay for Washington
pol1t1c1ans‘7 ~

Since the Affordable Care Act (ACA) was passed you have assured us that the more we
get to know the ACA, the more we would like it. It’s telhng that the people who know
the ACA best — members of our Congress — want nothlng to do with it.

 Thisis yet another example of how littleato-nothing about the ACA has gone as you said
it would, as it becomes increasingly convoluted by steps taken by your administration to
~ gain support for this misguided law.
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I urge you to reverse this decision. Members of Congress must be treated just like
everyone else in the country.

Sincerely,

Prex 1orey

Rick Perry
Governor

RP:mtk

cc: The Honorable Kathleen Sebelius
~ The Honorable John A. Boehner
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
The Honorable Harry Reid
The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Texas Congressional Delegation



